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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name Clownfish Studios LLC

Granted to Date 04/29/2020
of previous ex-
tension

Address 300 NORTH MAIN STREET

PUNXSUTAWNEY, PA 15767
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa- | MICHAEL L. LOVITZ

tion LOVITZ IP LAW PC

8335 W SUNSET BLVD. SUITE 314
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90069
UNITED STATES
trademarks@Iovitziplaw.com
323-337-9088

Applicant Information

Application No 88592834 Publication date 12/31/2019
Opposition Filing | 04/29/2020 Opposition Peri- 04/29/2020
Date od Ends

Applicant Academy Travel

297 Rt. 72 West, Ste 35
Manahawkin, NJ 08008
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 041. First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0

All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: On-line journals, namely, blogs featuring in-
formation on travel; On-line video journals, namely, vliogs featuring nondownloadable videos in the
field of travel and entertainment; Providing a website featuring blogs and non-downloadable publica-
tions in the nature of articles, reviews and rankings in the field(s) of travel

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act Section 2(d)

Applicant not rightful owner of mark for identified | Trademark Act Section 1
goods or services

Fraud on the USPTO In re Bose Corp., 580 F.3d 1240, 91 USPQ2d
1938 (Fed. Cir. 2009)



http://estta.uspto.gov

Mark Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Application/ Registra- NONE Application Date NONE

tion No.

Registration Date NONE

Word Mark PIRATES & PRINCESSES

Goods/Services creating and distributing online content in the form of blogs, news, art-
icles, reviews, videos, video blogs and journals (A#v-logsA#), audio
podcasts, social media postings and e-books relating to a variety of
topics within the fields of themed entertainment, pop culture, travel
and tourism, and providing a website featuring or providing links to
such online content

Attachments Notice of Opposition with Exhibits.pdf(1514904 bytes )

Signature /michael | lovitz/

Name MICHAEL L. LOVITZ

Date 04/29/2020




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In re: Application Serial No. 88/592,834
Filed: August 26, 2019

Mark: PIRATES & PRINCESSES
Published: December 31, 2019

CLOWNFISH STUDIOS LLC, :
Opposer, : Opposition No.
V. :
Attorney Docket No.: C1013-9001
ACADEMY TRAVEL, INC.
Applicant.

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

In the matter of Trademark Application Serial No. 88/592,834 filed August 26, 2019, and
published for opposition in the Official Gazette of December 31, 2019 at TM 6693:

Clownfish Studios LLC, a Pennsylvania limited liability company having a mailing address of
300 North Main Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767, believes that it will be damaged if the registration
is issued in connection with the services therein identified and hereby gives notice of its intention to
oppose the registration of said trademark in connection with such services. The grounds for
opposition are as follows:

1. Applicant seeks to register “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” as a trademark for use in
connection with “On-line journals, namely, blogs featuring information on travel; On-line video
journals, namely, vlogs featuring nondownloadable videos in the field of travel and entertainment;
Providing a website featuring blogs and non-downloadable publications in the nature of articles,
reviews and rankings in the field(s) of travel (collectively, the “Application Services”), as evidenced

by the publication of said mark in the Official Gazette of December 31, 2019 at TM 6693.



2. Opposer is and has since at least as early as May 2015 been engaged continuously in,
inter alia, the creating and distributing online content in the form of blogs, news, review, videos,
video blogs and journals (“v-logs”), audio podcasts, social media postings and e-books relating to a
variety of topics within the fields of themed entertainment, pop culture, travel and tourism.

3. Since at least as early as May 2015, Opposer has used and continues to use in
commerce the trademark “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” for its website, blogs, social media accounts
and audio and video content, including audio podcasts and v-logs (collectively, the “P&P Services”),
as well as in connection with advertising, promoting and otherwise offering the P&P Services to the
purchasing public.

4. On May 8, 2015, Opposer secured the URL www.piratesandprincesses.net for its
website (the “P&P Website”), has hosted content on the P&P Website since May 2015, and
continues to create and post new content on the P&P Website. Much of the content on the P&P
Website is focused on Disney, including articles and reviews focusing on Disney, Disney products
(including video games), movies and television programming (including Star Wars, Marvel and Pixar
content), and the Disney theme parks and resorts around the world.

5. On May 27, 2015, Opposer posted its first podcast branded with the “PIRATES &
PRINCESSES” mark, and has to date created and posted one hundred and fifteen (115) podcasts
(the “P&P Podcasts”) which are hosted on Acast, the largest global podcast company, with links to
the podcasts provided on the P&P Website and other social media channels. The P&P Podcasts are
primarily Disney fan podcasts focusing on Disney resorts, theme parks, media content (including
from its Marvel, Pixar and Star Wars divisions) and merchandise, and they contain news, rumors,
reviews and travel tips.

6. Opposer currently averages between three and five million (3,000,000-5,000,000)

video views each month, in addition to other social media engagements and website visits.



7. The “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” mark is arbitrary or suggestive as applied to the
P&P Services, and is thus inherently distinctive.

8. Opposet’s use of the “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark in commerce has
been substantially exclusive and continuous in connection with such P&P Services.

9. Opposer’s use of the “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark in commerce in
connection with the P&P Services is ongoing and such mark has not been abandoned.

10. By virtue of Opposer’s long, extensive and continuous use in commerce of the
“PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark in connection with its P&P Services, including the P&P
Podcasts, such services have become well and favorably known to the relevant trade and purchasing
public under such mark, thereby creating a valuable reputation for such services.

11. Opposer’s P&P Services have regularly been and continue to be made available to
visitors and viewers throughout the United States through the Acast podcast platform, as well as
Opposet’s web site and other social media platforms.

12. Opposer’s P&P Services, including its P&P Podcasts and v-logs, are well and
favorably known in the United States by relevant consumers and are understood by such consumers
to be solely associated with Opposer as their source.

13. By virtue of Opposet’s extensive use in commerce of the PIRATES &
PRINCESSES trademark in connection with the P&P Podcasts and other P&P Services, such
services have become well and favorably known to the relevant public under such designation.

14. As a result of Opposer’s valid, extensive and continuous use of the “PIRATES &
PRINCESSES” trademark, Opposer has developed exceedingly valuable goodwill and recognition in
respect to such mark.

15. Applicant bases the application to register the mark “PIRATES & PRINCESSES”

herein opposed on an intention to use such mark in commerce.



16. On information and belief, Applicant did not use the “PIRATES & PRINCESSES”
mark on or in connection with the Application Services prior to August 26, 2019.

17. On information and belief, Applicant did not use the “PIRATES & PRINCESSES”
mark in interstate commerce on or in connection with the Application Services prior to August 20,
2019.

18. On information and believe, Applicant does not currently offer, advertise or
promote any of the Application Services under the mark “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” in the
United States.

19. Opposer’s use of its “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark predates the filing
date for the application herein opposed, and so priority is not in issue.

20. On information and belief, substantially all of the listed Application Services and
Opposer’s P&P Services are identical, namely, blogs, journals, videos, v-logs, articles and reviews in
the field of entertainment and travel.

21. Applicant’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” mark is identical to Opposer’s “PIRATES
& PRINCESSES” trademark.

22. Applicant’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” mark as applied to the Application
Services so resembles Opposer’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark as applied to its P&P
Services that it is likely to cause confusion, mistake or deception.

23. The commercial impression of Applicant’s mark is confusingly similar to that of
Opposer’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark.

24. Upon information and belief, Applicant knowingly made false, material
representations of fact in its Application and did so with the intent to deceive the USPTO in order

to obtain a trademark registration.



25. Specifically, Applicant in its August 26, 2019 application filing fraudulently claimed
in the supporting Declaration, which was signed by Applicant’s counsel, that:

“The signatory believes that the applicant is entitled to use the mark in
commerce;”’

and
“To the best of the signatory’s knowledge and belief, no other persons, except, if
applicable, concurrent users, have the right to use the mark in commerce, either
in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely, when used on or
in connection with the goods/setvices of such other persons, to cause confusion
or mistake, or to deceive.”
However, Applicant was fully aware of Opposer’s prior and extensive use of the “PIRATES &
PRINCESSES” trademark in connection with Opposer’s website, blogs, v-logs and podcasts. In
fact, prior to the filing of the Application herein opposed, Applicant had previously been an
advertiser on the P&P Podcasts and a sponsor of Opposer’s P&P Services from 2016 through 2018.

26. Applicant became aware of Opposer and the P&P Podcasts in 2016, neatly a year
after such podcasts began posting, and as of the forty-first of P&P Podcasts, released on June 22,
2016 podcast, was the “official travel sponsor” for the P&P Podcasts.

27. Applicant remained the sponsor of the P&P Podcasts for more than two (2) years,
and even created a Pirates & Princesses Disney Podcast Conceirge VIP Travel Site noting on such
site: “Pirates & Princesses Disney Podcast is an Academy Travel Affiliate.” See Exhibit A, attached
hereto, containing a printout of the VIP website page. Also attached as Exhibit B is a March 6, 2017
article from the New York Observer, as found on the New York Observer’s website, which details
the history of Opposer’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” podcast, the podcast’s success following
being spotlighted in iTunes’ “New and Noteworthy” category, and the efforts to capitalize on the
audience boost by discussing it with potential sponsors, including Applicant Academy Travel.

28. On information and belief, Applicant knowingly made the aforementioned material

false statements in an attempt to obtain a registration to which Applicant is not entitled. These



actions by Applicant constitute fraud, and the Application should not be permitted proceed to
allowance of registration.

29. Reasonably relying on the truth of such materially false statements, the USPTO
approved Applicant’s Application Serial No. 88/592,834, which was then published in the Officia/
Gagette on December 31, 2019.

30. On information and belief, the conduct of Applicant constitutes fraud on the
USPTO in that Applicant knowingly made one or more false, material representations of fact in
connection with its application to register with the intent of obtaining a registration to which it is
not otherwise entitled. Therefore, the opposed Application Serial No. 88/592,834 should not be
permitted to proceed to allowance or registration.

31. If Applicant is permitted to register “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” for its on-line
publications, blogs, videos, articles and website services, confusion of the trade and public is likely to
result, such confusion resulting in damage and injury to Opposer.

32. Purchasers and potential purchasers of Opposer’s P&P Services, on seeing
Applicant’s “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” alleged mark used in connection with the Application
Services would be likely to believe, in error, that such services are sold by, in association or affiliation
with, or under the sponsorship of or license from, Opposer.

33. If Applicant is permitted to register the mark herein opposed for the Application
Services, confusion of the relevant trade and public would be likely to result, resulting in damage and
injury to Opposer. Any persons familiar with the services and/or business of Opposer would be
likely to purchase, access or otherwise engage with Applicant’s services due to perceiving them as
services sponsored by or affiliated with Opposer, or as services originating from Opposer.

Furthermore, any defect, objection to or fault found with Applicant’s services provided under its



mark would necessarily reflect on and seriously injure the reputation that Opposer has established

for its “PIRATES & PRINCESSES” trademark.

34. If Applicant is granted a registration for the mark herein opposed, it would obtain
thereby at least a prima facie exclusive right to use the mark. Such registration would be a source of
damage and injury to Opposer and Opposer’s customers.

WHEREFORE, Clownfish Studios LLC prays that registration of the mark of Application

Serial No. 88/592,834 be denied and refused, and that this opposition be sustained.

Respectfully submitted,

LOVITZ IP LAW PC

Dated: April 29, 2020 By: _/michael | lovitz/
Michael L. Lovitz, Esq.
8335 W Sunset Blvd.
Suite 314
West Hollywood, CA 90069
(323) 337-9088

ATTORNEYS FOR OPPOSER



EXRHIBIT A
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Home | Current Promotions | Book My Trip | _Contact Us

Welcome To the Pirates & Princesses Disney Podcast
Concierge VIP Travel Site

WIN A 4'N IGHT STAY Welcome to the home page of the Pirates & Princesses Disney Podcast

e ‘ v VIP travel site! As a VIP member you will receive the following when you
AT A DELUXE HOTE\\L‘\\AT book your Disney Destination with Academy Travel:
WALT DISN EY WORED e VIP exclusive website for members only.

% e Up to $100 gift per room/cabin based on package.
{ B " > e VIP Personal Travel Planner to assist you from beginning to end
:l* Q..,, m with vacation planning including dining and recreation

reservations.
e Never any hidden fees or charges.

Wy Y

Pirates & Princesses Disney Podcast is an Academy Travel affiliate.
Academy Travel is a full service travel company specializing in
Disney Destinations.

Academy Travel has been designated as an official "Platinum Earmarked" travel agency by the Walt Disney Travel Company and is an
Authorized Disney Vacation Planner

Your Disney Vacation Starts Here!

Member Advantages
VIP members will receive free gifts, personalized service and a Dedicated Travel Planner to assist with all their travel needs at no extra cost.

Dedicated Travel Planner
Your Dedicated Travel Planner from Academy Travel will assist your VIPs with all their travel arrangements

VIP Code
All members get an Academy Travel VIP Code for special pricing and incentives when booking their VIP vacation package


https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/index.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/PnPCurrentPromos.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/VIP/VIPPkgRes.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/SJM/SJMContactPage.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/PnPContactPage.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/EntryForm.htm

Click on the buttons below for the latest Disney Vacation information

(O Benep Word.

“Dfsnep QuISE Line

Home | Current Promotions | Book My Trip | Contact Us

Academy Travel Home Page



http://www.disneywebcontent.com/index.php?msid=4419
http://www.disneywebcontent.com/index.php?msid=4419
http://www.disneywebcontent.com/index.php?msid=4419
http://www.disneywebcontent.com/index.php?msid=4419
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/index.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/PnPCurrentPromos.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/VIP/VIPPkgRes.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/pnp/PnPContactPage.htm
https://mickeyvacations.com/index.htm

EXHIBIT B



After Manufacturing Downsized, Podcasting Kept Rust
Belt Family in Their Town

But for now it's not something they expect their neighbors to try

By Brady Dale - 03/06/17 7:21am



https://observer.com/author/brady-dale/
http://api.addthis.com/oexchange/0.8/forward/facebook/offer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobserver.com%2F2017%2F03%2Fdisney-pirates-princesses-podcast-academy-travel%2F&title=After+Manufacturing+Downsized%2C+Podcasting+Kept+Rust+Belt+Family+in+Their+Town&pubid=ra-526fe9ee7831a6ff
http://api.addthis.com/oexchange/0.8/forward/twitter/offer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobserver.com%2F2017%2F03%2Fdisney-pirates-princesses-podcast-academy-travel%2F&title=After+Manufacturing+Downsized%2C+Podcasting+Kept+Rust+Belt+Family+in+Their+Town&pubid=ra-526fe9ee7831a6ff
http://api.addthis.com/oexchange/0.8/forward/linkedin/offer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobserver.com%2F2017%2F03%2Fdisney-pirates-princesses-podcast-academy-travel%2F&title=After+Manufacturing+Downsized%2C+Podcasting+Kept+Rust+Belt+Family+in+Their+Town&pubid=ra-526fe9ee7831a6ff
http://api.addthis.com/oexchange/0.8/forward/email/offer?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobserver.com%2F2017%2F03%2Fdisney-pirates-princesses-podcast-academy-travel%2F&title=After+Manufacturing+Downsized%2C+Podcasting+Kept+Rust+Belt+Family+in+Their+Town&pubid=ra-526fe9ee7831a6ff
https://ads.revjet.com/click/tag39648/8756687579024304558/1?_crm=2&__ads=ip38473-6eaCoV0nOyPEqnrop2poCg&adkey=66e&hx=3756769&agrp=eg7310&slot=tag39648&impts=1588192330938&ad=crv54838&_cx=$$CX$$&_cy=$$CY$$&_celt=$$ELT-ID$$&_celtid=$$ELT-IDS$$
http://observer.com/technology/
http://observer.com/economy/
http://observer.com/startups/
http://observer.com/personal-finance/
https://observer.com/
https://businessofart.observer.com/
https://observer.com/subscribe
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Could Ariana Grande be a Pirates & Princesses listener? Chloe Rice/Getty Images

You know Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania as the home of the famous groundhog and setting for the Bill Murray’s time looping comedy
from 1993, but for Thom and Kambrea Pratt it is just home. When Thom got laid off from his marketing job at a manufacturing
company, his family started to worry that they might have to uproot the kids, sell their house and look for greener pastures. Thom

has skills employers want, just not employers in Jefferson County.
So he and his wife decided to create that market. The couple had already been dabbling in making content online, but with Thom out
of work they decided to go all in. In the last year, their small business has leveled up as it pivoted away from their initial venture,

webcomics, and joined the podcasting boom.

We first encountered the Pratts after the team found our 2015 series about the webcomics industry. Since 2010, they've published a

steampunk young adult webcomic called Shadowbinders, that Kambrea—who also works as a teacher—wrote and Thom drew. In

2013, it stopped being a hobby. It either needed to make money or he needed to try to do something else.


http://observer.com/2015/11/webcomics-changing-business-model/
http://shadowbinders.clownfishtv.com/

“We had a kill switch on it,” Kambrea told us.

Fortunately, the comic did start to make money, enough to cover their mortgage for a while, but it wasn’t long before they realized

the internet had hit peak webcomic. Not only were there a lot out there, but people had started to shift their attention to social media

over websites, as we've previously reported. This has made it very hard for webcomics to turn attention into revenue.

TOP ARTICLES  5/5

Prince Harry Follows in Meghan's
Footsteps With a Special Television Appe... READ MORE >

Like lots of other creators we spoke to, the couple started looking for new lines of business. “When we added a blog to the webcomic,

traffic on that overtook the traffic on the webcomic,” Thom said.


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1LsqmfKpXpS2Nt6G5LcPl_6q-ArYsaXkXMP4tI-xCsCDgOyQAhABINrXxTlgyb6Dh8ijkBmgAYGLrvICyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgSMAk_Q9b8gTb9sc65QSPabSkgG7pjLMcNuhYzPFFK5ngmRXSQskRBqblJSgI5Bo1hgAL9L2kCvUmeYO0RLViE5AvifP17WM1J3yXbse6Iqq4z3vsdIWM2-nT6MxVPWelgr4ckzW0foX2dxQilCDHIAy36fp6aaLY_xkSV-8j2o_fU-YVPMZsmIy7FrjIV9CDpSd8vDHGppDzF77jFGHZ1QHTun526BAeE5YQepNUeJokXX5tRjE3hgiL-7-OTkiVY218iLg7z_JwVslJkRMo61wPJe4k3wt1WSU2_NY7VlbnKdUFKtgfeURHOFRd4MT7fSiKMwuY3VBEMdHQEyteYAHY2Q7-tYIJYG03uZIsPABIuo1qGrAuAEAaAGN4AH5_TRjQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTQzNTUzNTIzMjQzNDA5MbEJhFgRDRPak4aACgOYCwHICwHYEws&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoiMlQ7SMDJHxPADP-EcqssWEroXHMGsRPisD27BNItErRoc9CC2Vfx5AzLMbSk5kplHE5Cdq6b5xaeb4&sig=AOD64_2lLC_Ss3nrmVqBERl3pLqcGvdmTA&client=ca-pub-3605257360853185&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=19&adurl=https://qsearch.io/index.php%3Frgid%3D63302%26sub%3Dgclid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1LsqmfKpXpS2Nt6G5LcPl_6q-ArYsaXkXMP4tI-xCsCDgOyQAhABINrXxTlgyb6Dh8ijkBmgAYGLrvICyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgSMAk_Q9b8gTb9sc65QSPabSkgG7pjLMcNuhYzPFFK5ngmRXSQskRBqblJSgI5Bo1hgAL9L2kCvUmeYO0RLViE5AvifP17WM1J3yXbse6Iqq4z3vsdIWM2-nT6MxVPWelgr4ckzW0foX2dxQilCDHIAy36fp6aaLY_xkSV-8j2o_fU-YVPMZsmIy7FrjIV9CDpSd8vDHGppDzF77jFGHZ1QHTun526BAeE5YQepNUeJokXX5tRjE3hgiL-7-OTkiVY218iLg7z_JwVslJkRMo61wPJe4k3wt1WSU2_NY7VlbnKdUFKtgfeURHOFRd4MT7fSiKMwuY3VBEMdHQEyteYAHY2Q7-tYIJYG03uZIsPABIuo1qGrAuAEAaAGN4AH5_TRjQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTQzNTUzNTIzMjQzNDA5MbEJhFgRDRPak4aACgOYCwHICwHYEws&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoiMlQ7SMDJHxPADP-EcqssWEroXHMGsRPisD27BNItErRoc9CC2Vfx5AzLMbSk5kplHE5Cdq6b5xaeb4&sig=AOD64_2lLC_Ss3nrmVqBERl3pLqcGvdmTA&client=ca-pub-3605257360853185&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://qsearch.io/index.php%3Frgid%3D63302%26sub%3Dgclid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1LsqmfKpXpS2Nt6G5LcPl_6q-ArYsaXkXMP4tI-xCsCDgOyQAhABINrXxTlgyb6Dh8ijkBmgAYGLrvICyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgSMAk_Q9b8gTb9sc65QSPabSkgG7pjLMcNuhYzPFFK5ngmRXSQskRBqblJSgI5Bo1hgAL9L2kCvUmeYO0RLViE5AvifP17WM1J3yXbse6Iqq4z3vsdIWM2-nT6MxVPWelgr4ckzW0foX2dxQilCDHIAy36fp6aaLY_xkSV-8j2o_fU-YVPMZsmIy7FrjIV9CDpSd8vDHGppDzF77jFGHZ1QHTun526BAeE5YQepNUeJokXX5tRjE3hgiL-7-OTkiVY218iLg7z_JwVslJkRMo61wPJe4k3wt1WSU2_NY7VlbnKdUFKtgfeURHOFRd4MT7fSiKMwuY3VBEMdHQEyteYAHY2Q7-tYIJYG03uZIsPABIuo1qGrAuAEAaAGN4AH5_TRjQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTQzNTUzNTIzMjQzNDA5MbEJhFgRDRPak4aACgOYCwHICwHYEws&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoiMlQ7SMDJHxPADP-EcqssWEroXHMGsRPisD27BNItErRoc9CC2Vfx5AzLMbSk5kplHE5Cdq6b5xaeb4&sig=AOD64_2lLC_Ss3nrmVqBERl3pLqcGvdmTA&client=ca-pub-3605257360853185&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://qsearch.io/index.php%3Frgid%3D63302%26sub%3Dgclid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C1LsqmfKpXpS2Nt6G5LcPl_6q-ArYsaXkXMP4tI-xCsCDgOyQAhABINrXxTlgyb6Dh8ijkBmgAYGLrvICyAEG4AIAqAMByAMKqgSMAk_Q9b8gTb9sc65QSPabSkgG7pjLMcNuhYzPFFK5ngmRXSQskRBqblJSgI5Bo1hgAL9L2kCvUmeYO0RLViE5AvifP17WM1J3yXbse6Iqq4z3vsdIWM2-nT6MxVPWelgr4ckzW0foX2dxQilCDHIAy36fp6aaLY_xkSV-8j2o_fU-YVPMZsmIy7FrjIV9CDpSd8vDHGppDzF77jFGHZ1QHTun526BAeE5YQepNUeJokXX5tRjE3hgiL-7-OTkiVY218iLg7z_JwVslJkRMo61wPJe4k3wt1WSU2_NY7VlbnKdUFKtgfeURHOFRd4MT7fSiKMwuY3VBEMdHQEyteYAHY2Q7-tYIJYG03uZIsPABIuo1qGrAuAEAaAGN4AH5_TRjQGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTQzNTUzNTIzMjQzNDA5MbEJhFgRDRPak4aACgOYCwHICwHYEws&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoiMlQ7SMDJHxPADP-EcqssWEroXHMGsRPisD27BNItErRoc9CC2Vfx5AzLMbSk5kplHE5Cdq6b5xaeb4&sig=AOD64_2lLC_Ss3nrmVqBERl3pLqcGvdmTA&client=ca-pub-3605257360853185&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://qsearch.io/index.php%3Frgid%3D63302%26sub%3Dgclid
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Then they tried another format. “I thought it would be fun to try doing a podcast about geek stuff and comics,” Kambrea said, which

led to their show, Clown Fish Radio. But it was their second show that really took off. Pirates & Princesses touched on every facet of the

Disney empire: travel, comics and its newer acquisitions, Marvel Comics and Star Wars. Thom had a bit of an unfair advantage, as

he’d done some freelance work for Disney comic lines in the past and knew some insiders.

SEE ALSO: The top podcasting innovations of 2016.

The Disney show blew up after it made it onto iTunes New and Noteworthy, where the app encourages users to discover new
programs. The Pratts capitalized on the boost in audience by discussing it with potential sponsors. Thom had met executives from
Academy Travel, one of the largest travel agencies for planning Disney-related vacations (whether that’s Disney cruises or trips to

the various amusement parks), and approached the company about a sponsorship.

Once they secured a deal for the show, Pirates & Princesses quickly became their largest single source of income. That show currently

represents roughly three quarters of the company’s revenue.

“The problem I see with kids is accessibility. You don't see people doing this kind of thing’

In 2015, they shifted hosts from Libsyn (which provides server space to some of the world’s biggest podcasts) to the upstart Swedish

host Acast. Because the two companies measure listeners differently, it has been a bit difficult for the Pratts to track the changes in

their audience over time (how to analyze podcasts audiences has been a hot topic in recent years, but the industry is approaching a

consensus, though the methods have gotten creepier).
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They believe their audience sits somewhere between 5,000 and 10,000 regular listeners. They base this on the volume of contact they

get from listeners and the fact that, as Thom said, “We're constantly up there in terms of different sites that rank our niche.”

“It really takes a sponsor that has that kind of faith in your platform, and that knows you're reaching the right audience,” Thom said,

as opposed to the largest.

But the Pratts’ story also captures the advantages of launching a creative project from small town America. “The cost of living is

pretty reasonable,” Thom said. “If we had a $3,000 per month rent, there’s no way we could do this.”

Acast has promised to build a sort of Google Adwords for podcasting, where shows host their episodes for free, tag them for ads and

the system programmatically inserts ads into shows, as we've previously reported. “We have not seen major revenue, though the

possibility is there,” Thom said.

The remaining portion of their revenue comes roughly half-and-half between the Shadowbinders webcomic and their original

podcast.

They've since launched The Kingdom Insider website to broaden their Disney

coverage and outfitted a recording studio in a home outside Punxsutawney in order to
put the shows out as internet video as well. Their plan is to extend the show’s reach by
turning it into a YouTube show, while still releasing the show’s audio on the podcast

feed for existing listeners.

The new video studio, still under construction.

Courtesy photo
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The region has disadvantages for this sort of work. “We're isolated sometimes from people that do what we do,” Thom said.
In fact, they've found that their children’s friends have a hard time believing that it’s possible to make a living putting things on the
internet. The fact that there’s no one else in the area who does work like theirs, they believe, prevents their neighbors from giving

digital endeavors a shot.

“The problem I see with kids is accessibility,” Kambrea said. “You don’t see people doing this kind of thing.”

In fact, early on, the duo even tried to contact some of the state’s economic development agencies about getting help with the
company, but found them unreceptive to backing a venture in Jefferson County. People’s location shouldn’t hold them back, he

argues, though someone needs to show people how to do it.

Pratt also said that creative producers online need to be nimble. They might be in a very different position today if they had

continued to let the webcomic lead their business. In revenue per hours worked, it’s by far the weakest contributor to their income.

If the overall business continues to grow, they hope they can bring on some assistants to begin helping with some of the work,

perhaps providing that hands-on training that hasn’t otherwise materialized in Jefferson County during coal’s waning days.

Filed Under: Business, Media, Travel, Disney, Travel, Podcasting, Acast, Punxsutawney, Libsyn

SEE ALSO: Catchphrase to Cliché: How Corporate-Speak Became Common in Our Everyday Lives
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